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SUBCHAPTER B—GENERAL REGULATIONS AND POLICIES— 
FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

PART 250—DONATION OF FOODS 
FOR USE IN THE UNITED STATES, 
ITS TERRITORIES AND POSSES-
SIONS AND AREAS UNDER ITS JU-
RISDICTION 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
250.1 General purpose and scope. 
250.2 Administration. 
250.3 Definitions. 

Subpart B—General Operating Provisions 

250.10 Eligible distributing and subdistrib-
uting agencies. 

250.11 Eligibility determination for recipi-
ent agencies and recipients. 

250.12 Agreements. 
250.13 Distribution and control of donated 

foods. 
250.14 Warehousing, distribution and stor-

age of donated foods. 
250.15 Financial management. 
250.16 Maintenance of records. 
250.17 Reports. 
250.18 Audits. 
250.19 Reviews. 
250.20 Sanctions. 
250.21 Civil rights. 
250.22 Complaints. 
250.23 Buy American. 
250.24 Distributing agency performance 

standards. 

Subpart C—Processing and Labeling of 
Donated Foods 

250.30 State processing of donated foods. 

Subpart D—Donated Foods in Contracts 
with Food Service Management Com-
panies 

250.50 Contract requirements and procure-
ment. 

250.51 Crediting for, and use of, donated 
foods. 

250.52 Storage and inventory management 
of donated foods. 

250.53 Contract provisions. 
250.54 Recordkeeping and reviews. 

Subpart E—National School Lunch Program 
(NSLP) and Other Child Nutrition Programs 

250.56 Provision of donated foods in NSLP. 
250.57 Commodity schools. 
250.58 Ordering donated foods and their pro-

vision to school food authorities. 

250.59 Storage and inventory management 
of donated foods. 

250.60 Use of donated foods in the school 
food service. 

250.61 Child and Adult Care Food Program 
(CACFP). 

250.62 Summer Food Service Program 
(SFSP). 

Subpart F—Household Programs 

250.63 Commodity Supplemental Food Pro-
gram. 

250.64 Food Distribution Program in the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. 

250.65 Food Distribution Program on Indian 
reservations. 

250.66 Special Supplemental Nutrition Pro-
gram for Women, Infants, and Children. 

Subpart G—Other Donated Food Outlets 

250.67 Charitable institutions. 
250.68 Nutrition Services Incentive Program 

(NSIP). 
250.69 Disaster food assistance. 
250.70 Food assistance in situations of dis-

tress. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 7 U.S.C. 612c, 612c 
note, 1431, 1431b, 1431e, 1431 note, 1446a-1, 1859, 
2014, 2025; 15 U.S.C. 713c; 22 U.S.C. 1922; 42 
U.S.C. 1751, 1755, 1758, 1760, 1761, 1762a, 1766, 
3030a, 5179, 5180. 

SOURCE: 53 FR 20426, June 3, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 250.1 General purpose and scope. 

This part prescribes the terms and 
conditions under which donated foods 
may be obtained from the Department 
by Federal, State and private agencies 
for use in any State in child nutrition 
programs, nonprofit summer camps for 
children, charitable institutions, nutri-
tion programs for the elderly, the Com-
modity Supplemental Food Program, 
the Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren, the Food Distribution Programs 
on Indian Reservations and the assist-
ance of needy persons. 

§ 250.2 Administration. 
(a) Delegation to FNS. Within the De-

partment, FNS shall act on behalf of 
the Department in the administration 
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of the program. FNS will provide as-
sistance to distributing agencies and 
evaluate all levels of program oper-
ations to assure that the goals of the 
program are achieved in the most ef-
fective and efficient manner possible. 

(b) Delegation to distributing agency. 
The distributing agency is responsible 
for effective and efficient administra-
tion of program operations within its 
jurisdiction and shall administer the 
program in accordance with the re-
quirements of this part and FNS guide-
lines and instructions. Distributing 
agencies may impose additional re-
quirements for participation that are 
not inconsistent with the provisions of 
this part, except that this provision 
shall not apply to distribution to 
households on all or part of an Indian 
reservation which is participating in 
the Food Distribution Program under 
part 253 and part 254 of this chapter. 
The distributing agency shall provide 
guidance to subdistributing agencies 
and recipient agencies on all aspects of 
program operations. 

(c) Personnel. Each distributing agen-
cy shall provide adequate personnel, to 
administer the program in accordance 
with this part. 

§ 250.3 Definitions. 
7 CFR part 3016 means the Depart-

ment’s regulations establishing uni-
form administrative requirements for 
Federal grants and cooperative agree-
ments and subawards to State, local, 
and Indian tribal governments. 

7 CFR part 3019 means the Depart-
ment’s regulations establishing uni-
form administrative requirements for 
Federal grants and cooperative agree-
ments awarded to institutions of high-
er education, hospitals, and other non-
profit organizations. 

Adult care institution means a nonresi-
dential adult day care center that par-
ticipates independently in CACFP, or 
that participates as a sponsoring orga-
nization, in accordance with an agree-
ment with the distributing agency. 

AoA means the Administration on 
Aging, which is the DHHS agency that 
administers NSIP. 

Bonus foods means Section 32, Sec-
tion 416, and Section 709 donated foods, 
as defined in this section, which are 
purchased under surplus removal or 

price support authority, and provided 
to distributing agencies in addition to 
legislatively authorized levels of as-
sistance. 

CACFP means the Child and Adult 
Care Food Program, 7 CFR part 226. 

Charitable institutions means public 
institutions or nonprofit organizations, 
as defined in this section, that provide 
a meal service on a regular basis to 
predominantly needy persons in the 
same place without marked changes. 
Charitable institutions include, but are 
not limited to, emergency shelters, 
soup kitchens, hospitals, retirement 
homes, elderly nutrition projects; 
schools, summer camps, service insti-
tutions, and child and adult care insti-
tutions that do not participate in a 
child nutrition program, or as a com-
modity school, as they are defined in 
this section; and adult correctional in-
stitutions that conduct rehabilitation 
programs for a majority of inmates. 

Child care institution means a nonresi-
dential child care center that partici-
pates independently in CACFP, or that 
participates as a sponsoring organiza-
tion, in accordance with an agreement 
with the distributing agency. 

Child nutrition program means NSLP, 
CACFP, SFSP, or SBP. 

Commodities means foods donated, or 
available for donation, by the Depart-
ment under any of the legislation re-
ferred to in this part (see ‘‘Donated 
Foods’’). 

Commodity offer value means the min-
imum value of donated foods that the 
distributing agency must offer to a 
school food authority participating in 
NSLP each school year. The com-
modity offer value is equal to the na-
tional per-meal value of donated food 
assistance multiplied by the number of 
reimbursable lunches served by the 
school food authority in the previous 
school year. 

Commodity school means a school that 
operates a nonprofit food service, in ac-
cordance with 7 CFR part 210, but that 
receives additional donated food assist-
ance rather than the cash assistance 
available to it under Section 4 of the 
Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1753). 

Contract value of the donated foods 
means the price assigned by the De-
partment to a donated food which shall 
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